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PROGRAM GUIDE SYSTEM WITH 
FLIP AND BROWSE ADVERTISEMENTS 



Background of t.hp I nvention 

This invention relates to interactive 
5 television program guides, and more particularly, to 
techniques for presenting advertising to users of such 
television program guides . 

Cable, satellite, and broadcast television 
systems provide viewers with a large number of 
10 television channels. Viewers have traditionally 
consulted printed television program schedules to 
determine the programs being broadcast at a particular 
time. More recently, interactive electronic televisioi 
program guides have been developed that allow 
15 television program information to be displayed on a 
■ viewer's television. 

Interactive program guides are typically 
implemented on set-top boxes. Such program guides 
allow users to view television program listings in 
20 different display formats. For example, a user may 

instruct the program guide to display a grid of progran 
listings organized in a channel-ordered or a time- 
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ordered list, 



Users may also search and sort program 
lastxngs by theme (e.g., mones, sports, etc.) or by 
title (i.e, alphabetically). A user may obtain 
additional information for a program by olacing a 
o highlight region on a desired program l ls ting and 
pressing an "info" Xey. The user may purchase a pay 
program from the program guide or may set a reminder 
ror a future program by pl acing the highlight region on 
program listing and pressing an "OK" key Some 
10 systems allow the user to select a program for 

iTtTnT 9 7 PlaC±ng haghllght » * P-gram 

listing and pressing a "record" key. 

Program guides with a browse or flip display 

15 l 3 LV aPable ^ g ' ene " tin5 Bn containing program 

15 listings information for a single channel. Browse 

^splays contain information on programs available on 

channels other than the channel to which the user is 

currently tuned. The user may browse through program 

listings for other channels and other times usLg 

20 cursor key s, without changing the current channel 

Flip displays contain information for the current 

Channel. „ hen th . flip display ^ acti 

or down channel ,eys causes the both the current 
channel to change and the flip disolav k 
25 accordingly. display to be updated 

Although flip and browse displays are useful 
11 W ° UW be d «»*We if more information were 
available to the user of such displays. Fo - examo!. 
it would be de?ir»M. • <= - example, 
30 in ^ 51 « b ^ if advertisements were available 

.1 P and browse displays to provide the users of 
such displays with additional information. 
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It is therefore an object of the present 
invention to provide an interactive television program 
guide system that provides advertising on flip and 
browse displays. 

It is also an object of the invention to 
provide an interactive television program guide svstem 
with special effects for removing such flip and browse 
displays from the user's television screen. 

Summary of th* T^ro^^ 

These and other objects of the invention are 
accomplished in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention by providing a system having an 
interactive television program guide that provides 
video (including audio) for the current channel and a 
15 program listings display region containing a program 

listing for a single channel and an advertisement. The 
program listings display region may be either a browse 
display in which the channel or time for the program 
listing may be different than the current channel or 
2 0 time or a flip display in which the channel for the 
program listing and the current channel are the same. 

A browse display may be provided in which a 
user may change the channel for the program li sting by 
navigating a highlight to an advertisement adjacent to 
the program listing with a cursor Key and by activatin 
that cursor key again after the advertisement has been 
highlighted. 

The advertisement may be selectable. When 

the user selects the ad v» *- t i semen f h ha 

^ - a -- isement, trie program guide 

30 may ,ake an appropriate action. if the advertiser 
is related to programming, selecting the advertisement 
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may direct the program guide to perform a programmma 
related task such as setting a reminder for a program 
tuning to a program, recording a program, ordering a 
pay-per-view program, etc. If the advertisement is a 
conventional advertisement, selecting the advertisement 
may direct the program guide to assist m the orderina 
or a product or service, to process an inquiry for 
additional information, to display additional 
information, etc. 

Multiple advertisements may be provided 
within the program listings display region 
Advertisements may contain text, graphics, and video 
The program listings display region may be 
removed by the program guide using a special effect 
such as a wipe, a dissolve, . a fade, etc. 

Further features of the invention, its nature 
and various advantages will be more apparent from the 
accompanying drawings and the following detailed 
description of the preferred embodiments 



20 



a£j ^-^^£^n- ^the Drawing 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system in which an 
. interactive television program guide is implemented in 
accordance with the present invention. 
? , , K FIG. 2 is a diagram of a system similar to 

the system of FIG . 1 showing how servers may be located 
at network nodes in accordance with the present 
invention . 

FIG. 3 is a simplified plan view of an 
Ulu.tr.tiv. »ote control in accordance „ ith th , 

JU present invention. 
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FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the 
operation of conventional browse displays. 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the 
operation of conventional flip displays. 
5 FIG. 6 is a diagram of an illustrative browse 

display containing an advertisement in accordance with 
the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a diagram of another illustrative 
browse display containing an advertisement in 

10 accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating how a browse 
display containing an advertisement may be provided 
with a highlight that may be navigated to the 
advertisement in accordance with the present invention. 

15 FIG * 9 is a diagram of an illustrative flip 

display containing an advertisement in accordance with 
the present invention. 

FIG. 10 is a- diagram illustrating how a 
browse or flip display may be removed from the user's 
television screen using a special effect. 

FIG. 11 is a flow chart in ustrating steps 
involved in providing flip and browse displays and in 
removing such displays from the user's television 
screen using special effects. 

FIG. 12 is a diagram of another illustrative 
flip or browse display in accordance with the present 



20 



25 



30 



FIG. 13 is a diagram of an illustrative 
advertisement in accordance with the present invention 

FIG. 14 is a flow chart of steps involved in 
providing a selectable advertisement and taking 
suitable actions in the program guide in response to 
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selection of the advertisement by a user in accordance 
with tne present invention. 

a^^-B^^U on of r „ P °^f . rr ^_ Embadiae ^ 

An illustrative program guide system 30 in 
accordance with the present invention is shown in 
FIG. 1. „ain facility 32 contains a program guide 
database 3. (or storing program guide information such 
as television program guide listings data, pay-per-view 
ordering information, televise program promotional 
information, etc. Main facility 32 also contains an 
advertising database 36 for storing advertising 
information. Information from databases 3, and 36 may 
be transmitted to television distribution facility 38 
via communications link ,0. Link 40 nay be , „ t . lllt . 
link, a telephone network link, a cable or fiber optic 
link, a microwave linVr = ^^^^ • 

combination of such links, or 
any other suitable communications path If it is 
desired to transmit video signals (e.g , for 

advertising and promotional videos, over link 40 in 
addl tlon to data signals< a relativeiy h h 

to a rTt" ^ Satel " te ^ ™"»»* 

to^a relatively low bandwidth link such as a telephone 

facility f or distributing television signals to users 

facility, or a satellite television distribution 

i-acxlity. 

30 m ain * ■ ^ info ^on transmitted by 

mam faciiii-v ^9 4. ^ ^ 

, n , , y U ° teieVlslon distribution facilltv 3 P 

•includes t? l evi n-n , -, ■ J Jt 

-Le.x^oa pxogram listings data such as 
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program times, channels, titles,- descriptions, etc. 
Transmitted program information also includes pay 
program data such as pricing information for individual 
programs and subscription channels, time windows for 
5 ordering programs and channels, telephone numbers for 
placing orders that cannot be impulse ordered, etc. 
The advertising information transmitted by main 
facility 32 to television distribution facility 38 
includes text, graphics, and video advertisements for 
10 various products and services. If desired, some of , he 
program guide and advertising information may be 
provided using data sources at facilities other than 
main facility 32. For example, data related to pay 
program order processing (e.g., billing data and the 
like) may be generated by an order processing and 
billing system that is separate from main facility 32 
and separate from television distribution facility 38 
Similarly, advertising information may be generated by 
an advertising facility that is separate from main 
racility 32 and television distribution facility 38. 

Regardless of its source, advertising 
information may be maintained on a server 42 within 
television distribution facility 38 if desired. Server 
42 may be capable of handling text, graphics, and 
2 5 video. 

Television distribution facility 38 
distributes program guide and advertising information 
to the user television equipment 4 4 of multiple us-rs 
via communications paths 46. User television eauipment 
-y be any suitable equipment for providing television 
to tne user that contains sufficient processing 
capabilities to implement an interactive television 
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program guide. Paths 4 6 may be cable links, fiber 
optic links, satellite links, broadcast links, other 
suitable link or combination of such links. Any 
^ suitable communications scheme may be used to transmit 
o aata over paths 46, including in-band transmissions, 
out-of-band transmissions, digital transmissions, 
analog transmissions, cable transmissions,, satellite 
transmissions, over-the-air transmissions, multichannel 
multipoint distribution services (MMDS) transmissions 
10 etc. 

If desired, program guide data may be 
distributed over an out-of-band channel on oaths 46 or 
over an in-band path such as the vertical blanking 
interval ,VBI). Advertising information may be 
15 distributed using any of a number of suitable 
techniques. For example, text and graphics 
advertisements may be distributed over an out-of-band 
channel using an out-of-band modulator. Video 
advertisements may also be distributed in this way, 
although large quantities of video information may be 
-re efficiently distributed using one or more digital 
Channels on path 46. Suc h digital channels may also be 
used for distributing text and graphics. 

25 a set t !"* * reCei ""' - typically 

a set-top box such as set-top box „. but which may be 

ie e v r ii: 0 table teievision equipment " » 

television receiver into which circuitry similar to 
set-top-box circuitry has been integrated or a personal 
computer television (PC/TV) P „„ . , P erson al 

.. _ in./ IV). Program guide data is 

Jis.ributed to set-top boxes 4 8 periodically 
Television distribution facility 38 mav also poU ,. t . 
top boxes « periodically for certain information " 
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(e.g., pay program account information or information 
regarding programs that have been purchased and viewed 
usxng localiy-g eR e r ated authorization techniques) 
Main facility 32 preferably contains a processor to 
nandie information distribution tasks. E ac h set-top 
box 48 preferably contains a processor to handle tasks 
associated with implementing a program guide 
application on the set-top box 48. Television 
distribution facility 38 may contain a processor for 
handling tasks associated with the distribution of 
program guide and advertising information. 

Each set-top box 48 is typically connected to 
an optional videocassette recorder 50 so that selected 
television programs may be recorded Each 
videocassette recorder 50 is connected to a television 
52. To record a program, set-top box 48 tunes to a 
Particular channel and sends control signals to 
videocassette recorder 50 (e.g., using infrared 
transmitter 43, that direct videocassette recorder 50 
- start and stop recording at the appropriate times 

During use of the interactive television 
Program guide implemented on set-top box 48, television 
Program listings may be displayed on television 52 
Eacn set-top box 48, videocassette recorder 50, and 
television 52 may be controlled by one or more remote 

such a " ^ ° ther SUltable inP - ^erfc. 

such as a wireless keyboard, mouse, trackball 

dedicated set of keys, etc. 

Communications paths 4 6 preferably hav. 

^•t ie t bandWidth ^ all ° W tel — » distribution 
-ciiicy 38 to distribute scheduled television 

Programming, pay programming, advertise and oth», 
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promotional videos, and other video information to s «t- 
cop boxes 4. in addition to non-video program guide and 
aavertising data. Multiple television and audio 
channels (analog, digital, or both analog and digital, 
= may oe provided to set-top boxes 48 via communications 
paths 4 6. if desired, program listings and advertising 
information may be distributed by one or more 
distribution facilities that are si rai i ar to but 
separate from television distribution facility 38 using 
10 communications paths that are separate from 
communications paths 46. 

Certain functions such as pay program 
purchasing may require set-top boxes 48 to transmit 
data to television distribution facility 38 over 
communications paths 46. if desired, such data may be 
transmitted over telephone lines or other separate 
communications paths. if functions such as these are 
Provided using facilities separate from television 
distribution facility 38, some of the communications 
involving set-top boxes 48 may be made directly with 
the separate facilities. 

Users may interactively order additional 
information, products, or services. Such orders may be 
satisfied by fulfillment facilities 49 and 51 if 
desired, orders may be transmitted directly to 
fulfillment facilit.es such as fulfillment facility 51 
via ixnks 53, which may be telephone links, the 
Internet, or other suitable communications links 
Orders may also be transmitted to tension 
distribution facility 38 via links 46, where the 
omxng system of the television distribution facility 
-ay oe used. After the television distribution 
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facility 38 has processed the user's order, television 
distribution facility 38 may transmit the order to 
fulfillment facility 49 via link 55. 

A number of suitable techniques may be used 
5 to distribute videos related to advertising. For 
example, if each path 4 6 includes a number of 
traditional analog television channels, one or more of 
these channels may be used to support a number of 
digital channels. The bandwidth of each analog channel 
10 that is used to support digital channels may support 
ten or more of such digital channels. If desired, 
videos may be provided from server 42 in a continuously 
looped arrangement on these digital channels. 
Information provided to set-top box 48 may then be used 
15 to determine which digital channels to tune to when it 
is time to display a desired video. Alternatively, 
videos may be provided on demand. With this approach 
set-top box 48 and server 42 may negotiate to determine 
a channel on which, to provide the desired video. 
20 Videos that originate from main facility 32 or a 

separate facility are preferably distributed to user 
television equipment 44 using these or other suitable 
techniques . 

As shown in FIG . 2, the capabilities of 
25 server 42 may be provided using servers 56 located at 
network nodes 58. Servers such as servers 56 may be 
used instead of server 42 or may be used in conjunction 
with a server 42 located at the television distribution 
facility. 

J ° Graphics information for advertisements may 

be downloaded periodically (e.g., once per day) to s*t- 
top boxes 48 of FIG . 1 and stored iodly Th.P 
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graphics information may be accessed locally when 
needed by the program guide implemented on set-top box 
48. Alternatively, graphics information may be 
provided in a continuously-looped arrangement on one or 
5 more digital channels on paths 46. With such a 

continuously-looped arrangement, a map indicating the 
location of the latest graphics information is 
preferably downloaded periodically to set-top boxes 48 
(e.g., once per day). This allows the content on the 
10 digital channels to be updated. The program guides on 
set- top boxes 4 8 may use the map to locate desired 
graphics information on the digital channels. Another 
approach involves usin g a server ., such as server 42 or 
servers 56 (FIG. 2) to provide the graphics information 
15 after a set-top box 48 and that server have negotiated 
to set up a download operation. A bitmap or other 
suitable set of graphics information may then be ° 
downloaded from the server to the set-top box if 
desired, the server may download instructions informing 
20 the set-top box where the desired graphics information 
can be located on a particular digital channel. The 
graphics information can be updated periodically if the 
server that is responsible for downloading the 
instructions for informing the set-top box of the 
25 location of the graphics information is also updated 
periodically. 



Text information for advertisements may be 

provided to set-top boxes 48 using the same paths that 

are used for distributing program guide data. For 

30 example, advertising data from database 36 of F1 r, 1 

may be provided to set-top boxes 48 using link 40, 

television distribution faciUi-v id - - 

.—m Lciuiuy 38, ana paths 46. The 
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text information may be stored locally in set- top boxes 
48 and updated periodically (e.g., once per day). 

Text information, graphics information, and 
videos for advertisements may also be distributed using 
a combination of these techniques or any other suitable 
technique . 

If desired, advertising related information 
(whether video, graphics, text, or a combination of 
video, graphics, and text) may be presented to the user 
based on the user's interests, as determined by the 
user's interactions with the program guide. This is 
described in Knudson et al. U.S. patent application 
Serial No. 09/034,939, filed March 4, 1998, which is 
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its 
15 entirety. 

A suitable remote control 60 that may be used 
to operate the program guide implemented on user 
television equipment 44 is shown in FIG . 3. Remote 
control 60 has cursor keys 62, a select or "OK" key 64 
channel up and down keys 66. Remote control 60 also 
has various other keys for controlling the program, 
guide and user television equipment that are not shown 
to avoid over-complicating the drawings. 

A conve ntional program guide browse display 
arrangement is shown in FIG. 4. Video for the current 
channel to which the user's set-top box is tuned (i e 
the current channel that the user is viewing, is 
displayed on the user's television screen 68. When the 
user presses a remote control cursor key, browse 
display 70 is provided as an overlay on top of S cr«n 
68. Initially, browse display 70 contains progr am 
ixstmgs information for the current channel and tim. 
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(e.g., channel 6 and 10:30 AM) , as shown on the upper 
screen in FIG. 4. if the user presses a cursor key, 
the video for the current channel that is displayed op 
screen 68 is not changed, but the program listings 
information in browse display 70 is changed to the n*xt 
available channel (e.g., channel 7), as shown on the 
lower screen in FIG. 4. As indicated by arrows 72, the 
user may use cursor keys to browse program listing for 
various other channels and times without disturbing the 
vxdeo for the current channel that is displayed on 
screen 68. If the user locates a currently airing 
program of interest, the user may press a remote 
control "OK" key that, directs the program guide to tune 
to the channel for that program. Pressing the »OK» key 
15 when the program listing in the browse display is a 

future program directs the program guide to provide an 
opportunity to set a reminder for that program. 

A conventional flip display arrangement is 
shown xn FIG . 5. Video for the current channel to 
wnxch the user is tuned is displayed on screen 7 4 
When the user presses a remote control channel up or 
down key, fl lp display 76 ±s provided ag ^ ^ ^ 

top of screen 74. As shown on the upper screen in FIG 
5, flip display 76 contains program listings 
25 xnformation for the current channel (e.g., channel 6) 

If the user presses a channel up or down key, the video 
for the current channel that is displayed on screen 74 
xs changed to the next available channel (e.g., channel 

, 0 I ^ e Pr ° gram stings -formation in flx P display 

7o xs also changed to the next available channel 

U ^ ~ ^ 1 , 
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channel 7), as shown on the lower screen in FIG. 4. 



WO 99/56473 PCT/IJS99/0R842 



- 15 - 



ram 



25 



30 



As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, in one mode 
(browse mode) the program guide provides a progr; 
listings overlay (the browse display) that is allowed 
to go out of synchronization with the current channel, 
5 whereas in another mode (flip mode) the program guide' 
provides a program listings overlay (the flip display) 
in which the current channel and the program listings 
information in the overlay remain in synchronization. 
The user may operate the program guide in either browse 
10 mode or flip mo de by using the appropriate remote 
control keys (e.g., cursor keys for farowse ^ ^ 
channel up and down keys for flip' mode). 

In accordance with the present invention, the 
program guide provides browse and flip displays that 
15 contain advertisements. An illustrative browse display 
that may be provided by the program guide is shown in 
FIG. 6. Video for the current channel to which the 
user (i.e., set- top box 4 8 of FIG. 1) is tuned is 
displayed on screen 78. When the user presses a 
suitable key such as a remote control cursor key 62 
(FIG. 3), the program guide implemented on user 
television equipment 44 of FIG. 1 provides browse 
display 80 as an overlay on top of screen 78 (which may 
be, e.g., the screen of television 52 of FIG. 1) 
Browse display 80 contains advertisement 82 and may 
contain a logo 83. Advertisement 82 may contain text 
graphics (including animation), and video. 
Advertisement 82 may be a programming-related 
advertisement that is used to promote a television 
program or channel or may be a conventional 
advertisement used to promote non-prograaminc orodurts 
and services. if desired, advertisement 82 may b. 
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selectable by the user (e.g., using remote control 
keys) . if advertisement 82 is selectable, the orogra, 
guide may take various actions upon selection of 
advertisement 82 by the user. The content of 
advertisement 82 may be cycled (i.e., replaced 
periodically by another advertisement) . A fade may be 
provided between advertisements as they are cycled. 

When browse display 80 is initially invoked 
by the user by pressxng a cursor key 62, browse display 
80 contains program listing 84 for the current channel 
(e.g., channel 6) and time, as shown on the upper 
screen m FIG . 6. if the user presses & ^ 
tne video for the current channel that is displayed on' 
screen 78 is not changed, but the program listing 84 m 
15 browse display 80 is changed to the next available 
channel (e.g., channel 7) , a£ ^ Qn ^ ^ 

m FIG. 6. As indicated by arrows 86, the user may use 
cursor keys to browse program listmg for various other 
cnannels without disturbing the video for the current 
channel that is displayed on screen 78. If the user 
locates a program of interest with browse display 80 
the user may press "OK" key 64 to direct the program' 
guide to tune to the channel for that program. 

AS ShOWn in FIG ' 7 ' the program guide may 
25 provide a browse display 8 8 that allows the user to 

browse program listings for programs that are scheduled 
to be aired at times other than the current time 
Arrow keys 90 indicate that the user may use left and 
right cursor keys 62 to direct the program guide to 
display program listings information 92 for diff^ nt 
times. Pressing the "OK" key 6 « when t:he ^ 
browse display 88 is a future program may d^,~t th » 
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program guide to provide an opportunity to set a 
reminder for the program or to schedule a recording of 
the program. As with the arrangement of FIG . 6, browse 
display 88 of FIG . 7 contains an advertisement 94. 
5 If advertisements such as advertisements 82 

and 94 are selectable, the browse display may be 
provided with a movable highlight as shown in FIG. 8. 
When browse display 104 of FIG. 8 is initially overlaid 
on screen 106 (e.g., when the user first presses a 
10 cursor key 64), the program guide provides a highlight 
108 positioned on program listing no, as shown in the 
upper screen of FIG. 8. If the user presses an up 
cursor key 62, program listing 110 is changed to the 
program listing for the next available channel and 
15 highlight 108 remains positioned on the listing. If 
the user presses a down cursor key 62, program listing 
110 is not changed. However, highlight 108 is 
positioned on advertisement 112, as shown in the center 
screen of FIG. 8. Further activation of the down 
cursor key 62 directs the program guide to replace the 
existing program listing 110 (e.g., the program listing 
for channel 2) with the program lasting for the 
previous channel (e.g., the program listing fQr 
1), as shown in the lower screen of FIG. 8. When the 
25 browse display i s as shown in the lower screen of FIG. 
3, further activation of the down cursor key 62 scrolls 
the program listings further, but does not mov* 
highlight 108. Activation of the up cursor key 6? when 
the browse display is as shown in the lower screen of 
FIG. 8 moves highlight 10 3 back to program Ixstina U0 
without changing the channel for the proaram lisMno 
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Another way in which the program guide may 
allow the user to select advertisements such as 
advertisements 82 and 94 is to provide a soecial remote 
control button. Left and right cursor keys may be used 
5 no access advertisements (e.g., panel advertisements to 
the left or right of the program listing) if desired. 

A program guide flip display 96 containing an 
advertisement 98 is shovm in FIG. 9. Video for the 
current channel to which the user (i.e., set-top box 
10 48) is tuned is displayed on screen 100. When the use- 
- Presses a suitable key such as a channel up or down key 
66 (FIG. 3), flip display 96 is provided as an overlay 
on top of screen 100. As shown on the upper screen in 
FIG. 9, rlxp display 96 contains a program listing 102 
15 for the current channel (e.g., channel 6). if the user 
, presses a channel up or down key 66, the video for the 
current channel that is displayed on screen 100 is 
changed to the next available channel (e.g., channel 7) 
and the program listing 102 in flip display 96 is 
20 changed to the next available channel (e.g., channel 
7), as shown on the lower screen in FIG. 9. 

Another aspect of the invention involve 
removing program listings displays such as browse and 
flip displays from the screen. Browse displays may be 
2o removed after a period of inactivity (e.g., 5 minutes) 
that indicates that the user is no longer interested in 
browsing the program listings. The flip display (which 
may appear automatically whenever the user changes 
channels with the channel keys) may be removed aft-r a 
30 shorter period of time (e.g., 5 seconds). 

The program guide may remove procrram listing 
displays such as browse and flip- displays frox 



hq the 
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screen using special effects. One such special effect 
(a vertical glide) is illustrated in FIG. .10. A full- 
size browse or flip display 114 is shown overlaid on 
the upper screen 116 of FIG . 10. After a suitable time 
^ period (e.g., after 5 minutes if display 114 is a 

browse display or after 5 seconds if display 114 is a 
flip display) , the program guide smoothly glides 
display 114 off of screen 116, as shown in the center 
and lower screens 116 of FIG. 10. 

10 The glide effect shown in FIG. 10 is only one 

illustrative special effect that may be used to remove 
program listings displays from the screen. Any 
suitable special effect may be used to remove such 
displays. Examples of suitable special effects include 
15 glides, dissolves, collapses, bounces, explosions, etc. 

Steps involved in using such special effects 
to remove a program listings display from the screen 
are shown in FIG. 11. At step 118 , the program ^.^ 
provxdes the user with an opportunity to select a 
20 desired special effect for the program guide to use in 
removing program listings. The user may make this 
selection from a suitable setup menu in the program 
guide. The user is also provided with an opportunity 
to deselect or otherwise cancel the use of these 
special effects. At step 120, the program guide 
provides a program listings display such as a flip Q r 

browse display on a screen (p a t-H~ 

reen (e.g., the user's television 

screen) in user television equipment 44. After a 
suitable time period (e.g., after 5 minutes if display 
1*4 is a browse display or after 5 seconds if display 
^ is a rlip display), the program guide removes th- 
Program listings display (e.g., the flip or brows, 
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display) from the screen using a special effect at step 
122. The program guide may use a default soecial 
effect at step 122 or may use a special effect selected 
by the user at step 118. 

5 Another browse and flip display arrangement 

containing advertising is shown in FIG. 12. Screen 124 
contains a reduced-size video window 126 containing 
video for the channel to which the user (i.e., set-top 
box 48) is tuned. Screen 124 also contains 
10 advertisements 128a, 128b, and 128c. Logos 130 and a 
region 132 containing the current time and current 
channel may also be contained in screen 124. Program 
Ustmg 134 may be provided in screen 124 adjacent to 
reduced-size video window 126. Program listing 134 may 
15 contain channel information 136, title information 138 
and icons 140 (e.g., for showing ratings information/ 
close-captioning status, etc.). 

Like the browse and flip program listings 
aisplay regions shown in FIGS. 6-9, program listings 
cisplay region 142 contains a single program listing 
(for the program "ER" in tne example Qf FIG> 12) ^ 
may contain one or more advertisements if desired 
However, because video window 126 is reduced in size 
„ (l ' e " lt ° CCU P ies than a full screen), it is not 

25 necessary to overlay program listings display region 
142 on top of the current channel. 

Program listings display region 142 may 
operate in either browse mode or flip mode . The user 
-y invoke the browse mode by activating a cursor kev 

or other suitable key. Further n-o - 

y. tner a^e of tne cursor key 

». «ow« .ode directs the program gU xde to cr.ang- th . 
progta, listlng 134 to , mw chann6l ^ 
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the channel for video window 12 6. If desired, left and 
right cursor keys may be used to browse program 
listings for different times. Activating "OK" key 64 
directs the program guide to tune the channel for video 
5 window 124 to the channel of the current program 
listing. The user may invoke the flip mode by 
activating a channel up or down key or other suitable 
key. Further use of the channel up or down key in the 
flip mode directs the program guide to change the 
10 channel for both video window 126 and program listing 
134 simultaneously. if desired, advertisement 128c may 
be omitted to provide more space for listing 134 and 
video window 12 6. The user may navigate to panel 
advertisements such as advertisements 128a and 128b 
15 using special (e.g., dedicated or numeric) remote 

control buttons or by using the left and right cursor 
keys (in which case the left and right cursor keys are 
not used for browsing program listings at different 
times ) . 

20 As shown in FIG. 13, advertisements such as 

the advertisements in the program listings display 
regions shown in FIGS. 6-9 and 12 may contain video 
text and graphics. More than one advertisement may be 
displayed in each program listings display if desired. 
25 Advertisements such as those shown in FIGS. 

6-9 and 12 may be selectable. The user may navigate to 
a selectable ad using any suitable arrangement, such as 
using special remote control navigation keys. Once th« 
user has navigated to a given advertisement, the user 
30 may select that advertisement using an "OK" key 

other suitable technique for selecting an advertisement 
may be used if desired. 
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Steps involved in using selectable 
advertisements are shown in FIG. 14. At step i U ,- he 
program guide provides a selectable advertisement <n a 

flip or browse display. * t s + ev -ho 

y L s ~ ep 146 ' Lh e user selects 
a Lhe advertisement. £t sten i m« 

AL srep 14 8 ' th e program guide 

talcs . suitable action. If the advertisement is for a 
television program that is currently being arred, the 
program guide may provide the user with an opportunity 
o tune to that program If the advertisement rs 
10 future television program, the progrM guide 

Provide the user with an opportunity to set a reminder 

' **" Pr ° gram - " desi " d ' ^e program guide may 
provrde the user with an opportunity to have the 
program recorded. Pay-per-view and video-on-demand 
<V0D, programs may be ordered. When an advertisement 
» for a particular television channel, selecting the 
advert.sement may direct the program guide to provide 
the user with a i s c +- 

AHrt^- , Programs for that channel. 

Additional information , e . g . , on a program, product or 
20 service, may be reguested by selecting certaL 

ot::;tr: ts -. Erochure and iiterature — - «d 

hand" rt lnqUlrleS f ° r Clonal information may be 
handled o y the program guide at step U B if the user 

25 Z t\T adVertiseme « involving such an inguiry 
Selectable advertisements may also be provided tha 
Promote goods and services. „ the user selects such 
an advertisement at steo 14fi t-n 

step 14 6, the program guide svst™ 
may process an ord^r for- hh. • system 

orae.r .or the gooas or services b=inrr 
advertised at step i 48 . 9 

. . fore 9oing is merely illustrat-iv- of th* 

P-nciples of this lnV£nfclon and ro ; di ; ic ^ s 
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can be made by those skilled in the art without 
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention. 
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what: i,s g^im^iLLs: 

1- A system in which an interactive 
television program guide is implemented on user 
television equipment comprising: 

means for providing a program guide 
screen with the interactive television program guide 
that contains video for a given channel; and 

means for providing a program listings 
display region in the program guide screen that 
contains a program listing for a single channel and an 
advertisement . 

2. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for providing the advertisement further 
comprises means for providing an advertisement that 
contains text. 



3 - The s y s ten> defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for providing the advertisement further 
comprises means for providing an advertisement that 
contains graphics. 



4 - The s y stem defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for providing the advertisement further 
comprises means for providing an advertisement that 
contains video. 



5 - The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising a set-top box on which the interactive 
television program guide is implemented. 
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6. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the advertisement contains video, the system further 
compris ing : 

a television distribution facility for 
distributing television programming to the user 
television equipment; and 

a video server located in the television 
distribution facility for providing the advertisement 
to the user television equipment. 

7. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the advertisement contains video, the system further 
comprising : 

a television distribution facility for 
distributing television programming to the user 
television equipment; 

a plurality of network nodes for use in 
providing the television programming to the user 
television equipment; and 

at least one video server located at one 
of the network nodes for providing the advertisement 
containing video to the user television equipment. 

,8. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for providing the advertisement further 
comprises means for providing a selectable 
advertisement . 



9- The system defined in claim 1 further 

AUC —° cycling the content of the 

advertisement . 
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10. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising : 

means for cycling the content of the 
advertisement; and 

means for providing a fade between 
advertisements as they are cycled. 

11. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program listings display region is a browse 
display, the system further comprising means for 
providing the browse display in the program guide 
screen. 



12. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program listings display region is a browse 
display, the system further comprising means for 
providing the browse display in the program guide 
screen overlaid on the video for the given channel. 

13. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program listings display region containing the 
program listing and the advertisement is a browse 
display containing the program listing and the 
advertisement, the system further comprising: 

means for overlaying the browse display 
on the video for the given channel; and 

means for providing a highlight; and 
means for navigating the highlight from 
the program listing to the advertisement. 

14- The system defined in claim 1 wh*r»in 
the program listings display region containing the 
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program listing and the advertisement is a browse 
display containing the program listing and the 
advertisement, the system further comprising: 

means for overlaying the browse display 
on the video for the given channel; and 

means for providing a highlight; 
means for navigating the highlight from 
the program listing to the advertisement; and 

means for changing the program listing 
in the browse display when the highlight is on the 
advertisement . 

15. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the program listings display region is a flip display, 
the system further comprising means for providing the 
flip display in the program guide screen overlaid on 
the video for the given channel. 

16. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for providing the video contained in 
the program guide screen in a reduced-size video 
window . 



17. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for providing the video window 
contained in the program guide screen in a reduced-siz< 
video window, wherein the program listings display 
region is a browse display. 

18. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for providing the video window 
contained in the program guide screen in a reduced-size 
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video window, wherein the program listings disoiay 
region is a flip display. 

19. The system defined in claim 1 furf he- 
comprising means for removing the program listings 
display region using special effects. 

20. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for removing the program listings 
display region using a wipe. 

21. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for providing the program listings 
display region with more than one advertisement. 

22. The system defined in claim l further 
comprising means for providing a program listing in the 
program listings display region that is for a different 
channel than the given channel. 



23 * ThS System defined in claim 1 wherein 
tne advertisement is a selectable advertisement 
promoting a program, the system further comprising 
means for recording the program when the advertisement 
is selected. 



24. The system defined in claim l wherein 
tne advertisement is a selectable advertisement^ a 

product, the system further comprising means for 
ordering the product when the advertisement- is " 

selected. 
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25. a method for using an interactive 
television program guide implemented on user television 
equipment comprising the steps of: 

providing a program guide screen with 
tne interactive television program guide that contains 
viaeo for a given channel; and 

providing a program listings display 
region m the program guide screen that contains a 
program listing for a single channel and an 

advertisement . 

26 • The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the step of providing the advertisement further ' 
comprises the step of providing an advertisement that 
contains text. 

27 * The roethod defined in claim 25 wherein 
the step of providing the advertisement further 
comprises the step of providing an advertisement that 
contains graphics. 

, h . 28 • ThS method def ^d m claim 25 wherein 

the step of providing the advertisement further 
comprises the step of providing an advertisement that 
contains video. 

29. The method defined m claim 25 further 
comprising the step of implementing the interactive 
television program guide on a set-top box. 
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30. The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the advertisement contains video, the method further ' 

comprising the steps of: 

i 

distributing television programming to 
the user television equipment with a television 
distribution facility; and 

providing the advertisement containing 
video to the user television equipment using a video 
server located in the television distribution facility. 

31 • ThS method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the advertisement contains video, the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

dist ributing television programming to 
the user television equipment with a television 
distribution facility; 

Pr ° Viding the television programming to 
the user television equipment using a plurality of 
network nodes; and 

providing the advertisement containing 
vxdeo to the user television equipment using a video 
server located at one of the network nodes. 

, h , 32 * ThS method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the step of providing the advertisement further 
comprises the step of providing a selectable 
advertisement . 

33. The method defined i n c i aim 25 furth 
comprising the step of cyci , ng the Qf ^ ' 

advertisement . 
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34. The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising the steps of: 

cycling the content of the 
advertisement; and 

providing a fade between advertisements 
as they are cycled. 

35. The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the program listings display region is a browse 
dxsplay, the method further comprising the step of 
providing the browse display in the program guide 
screen. 

36. The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the program listings display region is a browse 
dxsplay, the method further comprising the step of 

providing the browse display in the program guide 
screen overlaid Qn ^ v . deo ^ ch ^^ 

37 • The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the program listings display region containing the 
program listing and the advertisement is a browse 
dxsplay containing the program listing and the 
advertisement, the method further comprising the steps 

overlaying the browse display on the 
naeo for th e given channel ; and 

providing a highlight; and 

providing an opportunity for a ns-r to 
navigate th»= hinhii^'- 

* - -Lchligh. from the program listina to th» • 

advertisement. ' n - 
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The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the program listings display region containing th* 
program listing and the advertisement is a browse 
display containing the program listing and th« 

advertisement, the method further comprising the steps 
of : 

overlaying the browse disolay on the 
video for the given channel; and 

providing a highlight; 

providing an opportunity for a user to 
navigate the hi gh l ight from the prQgraa ^ ^ 

advertisement; and 

providing the user with an opportunity 
to change the program listing in the browse display 
when the highlight is on the advertisement. 

39 • ThS method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the program listings display region is a flip display , 
the method further comprising the step of providing the 
flip display in the program guide screen overlaid on 
the video for the given channel. 

40. The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising the step of providing the video in 

the program guide screen in a reduced-size video 
window . 



11. ^ me thod defined in claim 25 further 
the p ro9 „, guide ,«..„ in . reduced . size 

:::::: the ~— «*- - . hxmi „ 
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42. The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising the S te P of providing the video contained . 
the program guide screen an a reduced-size vidPo, 

wherein the program listings display region xs a 'flip 

display. 



43. The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising the step of removing the program listings 
display region using special effects. 

44. The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising the step of removing the program listings 
display region using a wipe. 

45. The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising the step of providing the program listings 
display region with more than one advertisement. 

46. The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising the step of providing a program listing in 
the program listings display region that is for a 
different channel than the given channel. 

47 • The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the advertisement is a selectable advertisement 
Promoting a program, the method further comprising the 
s i e ectL reCOrding Pr0gi3m ~isement is 



th . 48 • The '^thoci defined in claim 25 wher.in 
the advertisement is a selectable advertisement fo 'r • a 
Proauct, the .method further comprising the step of" 
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ordering the product when the advertisement is 
selected . 



49- A system in which an interactive 
television program guide is implemented on user 
television equipment comprising: 

means for providing a program guide 
screen containing a program listings display region; 
and ■ 

means f °r removing the program listings 
display region using a special effect. 

50. The system defined in claim 49 wherein 
the means for removing the program listings display 
region comprises means for removing the program 
listings display region using a wipe. 

51. The system defined in claim 49 further 
comprising means for providing the user with an 
opportunity to select a desired special effect for use 
xn removing the program listings display region. 

52. A method for using an interactive 
television program guide implemented on user television 
equipment comprising the steps of: 

providing a program guide screen 
containing a program listings display region; and 

removing the program listings display 
region using a special effect. * ' 



53 ■ The method defined in claim 52 wh^in 
the step of removing the program listings displav " 
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region comprises the step of removing the program 
listings display region using a wipe. 

54. The method defined in claim 52 furMie- 
comprising the step of providing the user with an " ' 
opportunity to select a desired special effect for use 
m removing the program listings display region. 

55. A system in which an interactive 
television program guide i s implemented on user 
television equipment comprising: 

means for providing a program guide 

screen with the interactive television nr- 

. . . Lexevision program guide 

that centals a reduced-size video window for a given 

channel; and y W1 

disr>l« • mSanS ^ Pr ° Vidin ^ * Program listings 

display regxon in the program guide screen that 
contains a program listing f or a single channel _ 

56. The system defined in ri,^ ^ ^ 



57 ' SyStem def i™>d in claim 55 wherein 

the means for providing the program U ,t lng . disl" 



58. A method for using an interactive 
i program guide imp. 

equipment comprising ~- 

-u^.iing trie steps of; 



^«»«„ program g uide implemented Qn ^ ^ 
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providing a program guide screen with 
the interactive television program guide that contains 
a reduced-size video window for a given channel; and 

providing a program listings display 
region in the program guide screen that -contains 
program listing for a single channel. 



a 



59. The method defined in claim 58 wherein 
the step of providing the program listings display 
region further comprises the step of providing a brows, 
display. 

60. The method defined in claim 58 wherein 
the step of providing the program listings display 
regxon further comprises the step of providing a flip 
display. 
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